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- IRANEZ MAJE IS° TURNING. TO CO
‘WITE AGONIZING SLOWNESS

NSIDERATION. OF HOSTAGE ISSUE --

_____ AN

it i MiYYTimeter by millimeter; the Majlis:'is moving toward
a'reviem‘p_f;;_,__the:;hos.tage-aissue-',';:_-'althougﬁ: we doubt that there is
any genuine- consensus about: how: to handle: it. - The Majlis-decision
ta reply to the. letter from: US.Congres smen is significant because
it is the first:time that:the: parliament has formally turned its
-attentiontor the issues Im: that sense, the decision is & victory
‘for those. wha:want to-terminate the crisis. . A reply to Congress
will also:make: clearer:theirange: of possible requirements for
the-hostages® release.  '/h iigm== iy & oo SR :

s

on. of & group of unidentified nazdliners,

i Qvery theiobjectl L& |
former: Foreigm Minister .Ibrahim Yazdi was: able ta persuade 2

majority of the;Majlis- that 'a .response- to the Con essional ' R
. letter was: warranted| | _ 25X1.
| &« primaxy" reasonsfor.opposing the preparation of a S
Teply was' that it would.commit. the Majl is to "officially”

ing. Litse o paper.-: In the past, the radicalis have
vagque: in order to perpetuate

<putting; itssdemands: on: paper. I

, (] to: send the letter back o o= ' ;
foreign: -atf: .i'.':'se'-:"ccmnitteef‘i’_oﬁﬁ_the;.Maj-Iis: rather tham hold a full Majlis
debate. :(following: a public-reading. of the first drafz) way te ‘
designed: to-delayrthe drafting: process.: In:-ordex to "rheld rthe '
line™ in’ the- committee the-radicals could adopt ane Tf twe

strategies:

‘Rafsanjani®s decision to:

- a=.ingist. on. a vaguer. general document which castigates
the: US: but.does not: contain- specific. demards foF
ending: the crisiss or - T i ioin o
tOuglt"dtahand“sF which are pre-
ostageg”negotiavtions.; K -

- presemt & Iz.s of
conditions:tosany:

R Sincef"Aygio-Iiahsr Khameneie Cié'aa\e“r“-‘ of the Tehran Friday
mosque):’ and: Khoini- { the- Embassy occupiers’ spirituzal gurua) are

.+’ members of the-committee,:the-hardliners will probably be able

© 1.4 to assure that *_document;a:_:ce‘ptable-* to them is drafted. -

| 7wl colirThererare no colid indications that the Mailiis knows
¢ ;.. what® to-do - with: the hostages. - Moderates continue to warn about
. ‘the: dangers-of a trial‘:;:vi"Key*funda.m‘entalists,; ‘such as Beheshti
sz and Rafsanjani, have still not taken any definitive stand o the
ogx1 ¢ issuer im large part because Khomeini still seems to be oTn e
~=7 - fence. ] indicates that
- gseveral hostage files have been sent to 'vthe_Ma;lis for its
- -eventual ‘consideration, and that may be an =t OF
- contingency planning for trials.
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